
Exploratory 

 On behalf of the faculty and staff, we are extremely excited to welcome all of 
you back for another school year! The summer recess affords us another opportunity 
to thoroughly reflect on the goals that were established by our educational team at 
the beginning of the previous school year. Although many goals were created, the 
entire faculty and staff remained committed to increasing student achievement on 
the Pennsylvania System of School Assessment, also known as PSSA, and the Terra 
Nova’s.  We have not been notified of our school performance number for the 2015-
2016 school year. The Pennsylvania School Performance Profile information can be 
found on the Pennsylvania Department of Education website. Individual Terra Nova 
results were sent to families over the 2014-2015 school year for students who were 
in grade two. Individual parent results for the PSSA for students in grades 3-6 during 
the 2014-2015 will be sent out in the coming months. If you have any questions 
regarding your child’s performance please do not hesitate to contact the school.  

 With a large enrollment in Kindergarten this year, we now have four 
Kindergarten classrooms.  I would like to welcome Mrs. Vu to our Kindergarten team 
as our fourth Kindergarten teacher.  We would also like to welcome Mr. Totin back to 
the elementary schools, he will be teaching keyboarding  and computer skills to 
grades 3-6 and grade 2 during computer intramurals.  

P r i nc i p a l ’s  M es s age  

No School 

Friday, September 18th  

Dates to Remember 

Monday, September 14th — PTA 

Meeting at 6:30, Carnegie Elem. 

Auditorium 

Safety Week September 21-25th  

Wednesday September 30th — 

Progress Reports given to students to 

take home 

Picture Day October  14th  

Open House Thursday October 15th 

@ 6:30-8:30 

September 2015 

C a r n e g i e  E l e m e n ta ry  

4th – 6th Grade and 2nd-3rd Exploratory starts on Monday September 7th. 
Students will participate in exploratory time during their recess period . 
Students will sign up for an activity for a four week period.  This was a huge 
success the last two years and we reduced disciplinary referrals during this 
time of the day by 90%! We are excited to offer this opportunity to the 2nd 
and 3rd graders. Listed below are the activities that will be available for the 
students to participate in.  

Grades 4-6 Activities include... Computer Lab , IPad Exploration, Gym Time,  
Art Enrichment ,  Playground/Movie (weather permitting), STEAM activities  
and Media Production  

5th Grade Only- Kindergarten Buddies 

6th Grade Only- Soon to be Best Buddies (SBB) 

Grades 2-3 Activities Include … STEAM– Computer Lab—Intramurals– Gym 
and Outside  

Keeping Carnegie a 

PAWSitive Learning 

Environment 

 Information has 
been sent home on ways 
in which we are 
implementing Positive 
Behavior Supports school 
wide. If you need any 
more information about 
PAWS, Hudson Heroes' 
Leader in Me or Going for 
the Green please contact 
the office. 

Drop Off Table  

To avoid traffic in the office, a 
table will be in the captured 
vestibule. Parents can drop off 
forgotten instruments, lunches 
etc. Labels will be provided at 
the table to mark your child’s 
name and teacher. 



Each morning Carnegie Elementary students, staff and faculty meet in the auditorium. Therefore, all students should enter 
through the FRANKLIN AVENUE Entrance. Once students arrive, they sit by class and wait for the morning announcements. The 
students may also go to the Cafeteria to purchase breakfast. Breakfast is served until 8:25. The announcements are led by 6th 
grade students. Announcements begin around 8:20 and students are dismissed to their classrooms at 8:25. Students are 
marked late at 8:30. 

Student Arrival  

Change in Dismissal Procedures  

Dismissal Reminders:  
All dismissal changes must be in writing.  
You cannot take your child out of the bus line as they 

walk to the bus. 
If your child needs an early dismissal please send a 

note in that morning, therefore we can have 
your child prepared for the dismissal.  

If it is after 2:40 we will not release your child early 
without a note that was given prior to your 
arrival. This policy is to prevent any confusion at 
dismissal and to assure that your child has a 
smooth transition out of the classroom. We 
understand that emergencies do occur but 
would like to have as much consistency as 
possible.  

 
Dismissal Changes:  
 Charles St. Exit – Only Kindergarten and 1st Grade Parent 

Pick-Up  
    Franklin Ave.  – 

Grades 2-6  
Siblings in grades 2-6 picking up their younger 

siblings in grades K and 1 will be dismissed with 
walkers from Franklin Ave.   
Childrens Adventures Grades K-6 will be 

dismissed with K and 1 bus students from 
Franklin Ave.  Boys and Girls Club Grades K-6 will 
be dismissed with walkers from Franklin Ave. 

Olweus 

As a continuation of the last three years, we will be 
implementing the Olweus (Al-vay-us) Anti-Bullying 
program into our school. This is a district wide effort. Our 
school slogan this year is 

 

 

 

 

 

Our kick-off assembly will be held on September 25th, 
we will welcome back the Josh and Gab Show,  we will be 
discussing the impact of bullying and ways for bystanders 
and victims to stand up to bullying. Classes will make 
posters to represent the new slogan to decorate the 
auditorium. Homerooms are decorating their doors and a 
door decorating contest will be held during open house, 
you can vote with a donation. We have a documentation 
and intervention process in accordance with the 
program. If your child reports bullying to you, please 
contact the school and encourage your child to report it 
to their teacher. If we do not see the bullying, it is 
difficult for us to intervene or follow through with either 
parties.  Our goal is to intervene and allow both the bully 
and victim to know that the teachers and staff at 
Carnegie have zero tolerance for bullying.   

 

The  first 2015-2016 PTA meeting is Thursday 
September 19th @ 6:30 in the auditorium.  

5th and 6th Grade Curriculum Night  

Thank You to the parents and guardians that at-

tended curriculum night. If you missed it be sure 

to contact your child's teacher so you understand 

the structure and expectations for 5th and 6th 

grade.  

Watch your thoughts they become words 

Words become actions 

Actions become habits 

Habits become character 

Character becomes YOU  



Carnegie Garden 
The hard work last Spring and the help of Mrs. Martys, 
Mr. Pedersen, Mayor Kobistek, The Carnegie Collier Rota-
ry and the Grow Pittsburgh Foundation has been very 
fruitful.  Over the summer teachers and community 
members have volunteered their time watering and har-
vesting throughout the summer. On Wednesday Septem-
ber 11th, students will harvest the vegetables and fruit. 
They will make a salad and smoothie from what they har-
vest. New students were able to participate in the garden 
project by writing an essay persuading a team of teachers 
why they should have the opportunity to participate.  

 

A Closer Look at Assessments and RTII  
 This year we will continue to utilize Response to Intervention and Instruction to ensure all students are re-
ceiving remediation and enrichment in reading and math.  
 Data will continue to be closely analyzed by our team members in order to provide the most  
appropriate education for all of our students. In addition to the many curriculum assessments that offer feedback 
on how our students are performing, we will continue to assess our students using DIBELS (Dynamic Indicators of 
Basic Early Literacy Skills) and new this year Study Island Benchmarking.  
 The DIBELS assessments are a set of standardized, individually administered measures of early  
literacy development. They are short assessments (lasting approximately 3-5 minutes) used to regularly monitor the 
development of pre-reading and early reading skills. The administration of the DIBELS  
assessment will occur through the month of September and again in January and May. 
 The Study Island benchmarking assessment tool enables us to predict our students’ reading and math 
achievement multiple times throughout the year. They are tests that mimic the formats, coverage, look, and feel of 
our state assessment, the PSSA. We have begun to administer assessments.  
 In grade 1 we will continue the Reading Recovery Program which is a reading intervention program , that 
allows for a teacher to work one on one with a student for a half hour daily to target specific remediation areas of 
concern.  

 This year we have also added licenses to LEXIA which is an online reading program for students in grades K-
2. Students will work on their level and pace on phonemic awareness, blending rhyming and a 
variety of other activities to increase reading fluency and comprehension .  

This year we are excited to have Mrs. Bhuta with us full-time to work with grades K-5 in Title 
Math. We are also thrilled to have Mrs. Uhrin, our speech therapist, with us 5 days a week. She 
will be working in classrooms both weekly and daily to target vocabulary and comprehension.  

STEAM at  Recess:  
We will be continuing Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematical 
(STEAM) opportunities for our students at recess. Grades 4-6 have added it to 
an exploratory rotation and grades K-3 students will be assigned a 4 week rota-
tion. Facilitators will work with the students on various activities such as design 
challenges, coding, robotics and recycled art.  



Response To Intervention and Instruction (RTII) 

 Response to Instruction and Intervention (RtII) in Pennsylvania refers to the use of a standards-
aligned, comprehensive school improvement and/or multi-tiered system of support for implementing 
PA’s Standards Aligned System (SAS). Response to Instruction and Intervention rests on using a continuum 
of student performance data to continuously inform, monitor and improve student access and response 
to high-quality core and supplemental instruction/intervention. Through a multi-tiered system of support, 
implementers have a road map for facilitating system changes within the context of data-based decision-
making and instructional matching. The intent of RtII is to improve learning as efficiently, effectively and 
equitably as possible for ALL students, including students with disabilities. Response to Instruction and 
Intervention is an “Every Ed” standards-aligned initiative.  

 

 

Representative Tim Murphy recognizes Carnegie Elementary for our participation in the 

Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank Paper Plate Campaign. Mrs. Criste  our Art teach-

er worked with  Mrs. Sevacko one of our lunch time monitors to write or draw something 

about child hunger or nutrition assistance programs on an empty paper plate . Thank You to 

all the students for their participation as well to Mrs. Criste and Mrs. Sevacko for helping to 

organize.  


